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TUESDAY. 


HE Meſſengers of the Aſſociated Churches met at ae 0 clock. 2 
Sung, ( R. 436.) Brother PuxdyY prayed. The names of the 

— Miniſters and Meſſengers were called over. Brother STanGert was © 

choſen Moderator, and Brother M1DD1.sTow' Scribe, | The Preſident 

or Moderator then read the Rules of the Aſſociation, after which the 
aſſembled Body heard the letters from the reſpective Churches which 


compoſe this Aſſociation, The Preſident concluded in vriyes : 


Adjourned. 

: ivine worſhip began at ſeven o'clock, and was led in "hs 
following manner :-=Sung (V. A. 103) Brother BznTLire, of 
Maidſtone, prayed. Sung 675 B. 29.) Brother Mp DLE ron preached 
from (1 Tim. i. 11.) The glorious Geßpel of the Bleſſed God. Sung 
. J. 1255 95 Brother Lrccerr, of Burwaly concluded in prayer. 


WEDNESDAY. 


We met at fix nk The Brethren Bux r, A. ras” EY | 4 
Sx1nnER, engaged in prayer; and ſuitable hymns were ſung; after 
which the Annual Letter, which Brother KnoTT had been deputed to 


draw up, was read publicly, and approved, and ordered to be printed, 
for the gt of the Churches. TE Is P 


It was 7 1 N chat the next Aſſociation ſhould be held at Aſhfordq 
Put up at 


e Oak It was agreed that Brother PUxp r ſhould write ; 


the next Annual Letter, and that one of the following —_— 2 4 


= any other which RAVE not been attended to, 3 

to him. | | 8 
1 What is the beſt method of oppo ads as lity o hs 925 
II. Wherein confits ana ed by the preacl word. 


The Brethren Cox, STAxcER, and Punpy, were appointed to 
ch at Aſhford ; and, in caſe of failure of Brethren, Mons 18, 
nd W r. The Preſident . in prayer. hee 


* o 


in 3 


. en Geck . SY aa in ge 
2 „423. The Brethren, Corpinc and 
drr preached” from 1. Oer. 1. 8, 9. 


ee of” Aſh ford, concluded | 


The Ian met for public buſineſs at three o'clock, Sung 
V. Pf. 122.) and Brother SmrTH prayed. It was agreed that the 
onthly Prayer Meeti pat eg Annual Faſt Day, the firſt 11 89 | 
neſday in November, wuld Ee continue | 
Sung (V. B. 121.) The Preſident concluded in prayer. 0 
Divine worſhip began at ſerem o'clock, and was carried on in the 
fallow manner: Sung (. J. 114.) Brother STancen prayed. 


Sung {R. 177.) Brother ArwWoob preached from P/ cxxxii. 9. 


Sung (. P. FRAN} And Brother UkDY concluded the whole 
in prayer - .! 
br meeting 1 and we fol oor fouls ed bo 1. 
therly love, and godly eſteem for each other. Though we cannot 
exhihic: wo the public, an increaſe of members in our Churches in the 


Hast gear, we haue many mercies to be thankful for. We exiſt a5 
rhe Churches of Chriſt, and we are generally in peace, We have the 
© blefling of religious liberty, in all its extent, continued kg us, 
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IN THIS 
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1800. 


(MinisTERS Names are in ITALICS.] 
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| 8 I Inereaſe, Decrraſe. 
CHURCHES. MESSENGERS. — — 
. . 55 John R ©. 6p let Irs. . ſeæ dd : 
„ ohn ers, | 
9 72 5 ASHFORD, = = = 1 e | 5 5 
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Bxs$EL '5-GREEN, Eg Stanger, 13 | | 2 i 
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EyNSFORD, — — Joln Aorris, = 
| Thomas Purdy, 


Rich. W. Butler, | 


RYE, = - Jen Jarret, Jun. 
Thomas Dawes, 


"RorumrizLs, No Meſſengers, Wy 


'WrveLspitLD, No Meſſengers nor 


„„ Letter 
„ 
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IT * Poſeph D. Middl:ton. 
2 Brigurnkunsron, Richard Smith, 
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| E truſt we can fay; that che 


oſperiry of Zion at large; aht 
more eſpecially of the Churches with Which we are aſſociated, 


lies near our hearts: It Rus been, and is remembered by us, in dur 


prayers to God. We'wiſh, in our Annual Epiſtle; to ſay ſomething 


to you, that might'be calculated to promdte it; and we pray the Lord 
would bleſs it to that purpoſe. It hathipleaſed God, we truſt, in 
purſuance of his eternal purpoſe,” Which he has purpoſed in Chriſt 


— 


jeſus our Lord, to call you by his grace, to deliver vou ftom ane 
power of darkneſs, and to tranilate you into the kingdom of his deac 
Son; 40 convince you of ſin, to bring you to Jefus for ſalvation, 
and through him to ion. Vou have given yourſelves, firſt to the 
Lord; and then to us, and to one another by the will of God. We 
| ſhall therefore attempt to ſet before you, ſome things relative to vour * 
connection one with another, as Church' Members, which we hope 
may be for mutual benefit.- 5 © 0 es Den 


Four privileges, dear Brethren, as Members of Gofpel Churches: 3 


1 


are great. Von are, by divine grace, ſeparated from che weild- 


which lieth in wiekedneſs; as à garden encloſed is from the barren 


wilderneſd. Vou have the Word of God and the Ordinances of his 


fellowſhip Wich the Saints, the excellent of che earth. Vet have 
reſence and bleſſing of the divine Fead f the 


Houſe, duly" udwiniſtered” among you, You are called to ſpecial 


bas promiſed, that in all places, where his name is recorded, there 
he will meet with his aſſembled people, and-blefs them" We truf 
that you have repeatedly found the promiſe fulfilled in your” expe- 


rience, in che Lord's Earthly Courts; and that you will, until o 


aze brought to join the General Aſſembly, and Church of the Firſt 
Born, whoſe names are written in Heaven. Conſtantly bear in 


— 


mind, that for all theſe privileges you are' indebted to free and ſove- 
reign grace. Conſider what you one were what many of your 


fellow creatures now ate —and what you ſtill would have been, had 
not grace made you to differ. Think of the bleſſings you enjoy ; 


of the bright 'proſpeQs before'you,; of the ſource of them, eternal 


love; of the way in which they flow'to you, redemption by jeſus 


Chriſt ; of the power by which you have been brought to the enſoy. 85 


mens 


{ 


ö 


FH A firicere defite to know his 


75 ne deer h 


NK 


ment of them, the N agency of the Gly Spirit Think of 


| gratitude, love, — joy. 


With the privileges of your ſtate, | . are connected, which ws: 


would bring to your remembrance. 
_ Firſt, Conſider, Brethren, that of Zion, Jeſus Chriſt is King, 
Plain ii. 6. Hit ſubjects then you, iproleſſegly e. AQ ps luch. 
_ Cheriſh a reverential regard to his authority ; ; Lach b. his pop with 


9 kno Þls ee 40-.hims for the iNumination 
of his ſpirit ; that you may underſtand it; and whatever yon find 


0 be his will, obey it in Kis gpder, ty without: heſitation ; do not 
trifle with any known duty, leſt ye found guilty of contemning 


5 +.reign_ of che. Lard of Glgry; bring guilt upon) 
conſeh ry ar Hale, Abloyal A #4 


1115 


. Ja e 9 — — 4. our ERS affcttion.z: he is 
| him{elf ; 


5 and Jovely-jn.his reign. He To 
S hearts of his eve ſybjects, and defigns 
F in his kingdom of love abeve. If. yo 
per, we. know. that he is precious to.you 3 


oy ely in 
in love reigns, h/ love, in. il 


e {4 W 
ang 1 4 with as, Iu 


« 
ARE 4 


eſis, ir bin gan ene. 


152 HOT many nt de che is Almighty. to protect; vour 


Wants ge. e ; im you have infinite dee ſbpply. 
Her is gf: God, made. vaſes Jour Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs! and 
—— gg Redempt ion. He is emerge and Salvation. 

Hem) our Ling, bs fave us. 199 ene e 
We wiſh you alſo, rethren, to _remetnbb er ther che Church of 
is diſtingui illar and: e „Truth, 2 Epiſtle 


> Pits; „Thi wx . e the | 
E. | into F and'p e barons 
then. de, firm,, and zeajous AI ant lad in, and 
. 3 dre the fai We nd tothe. Saints, In dhe 
6d Infidelity are ; making fermigable advances ; 
1 es che triends-of f .guth, to he watch- 
All... 1 of, indifference. to the doctrinal 
: is What Father o Ties lsbaurs do promote ; 
; CF; it 7 een amangſt men, 
It. 18 a. 8 — of 8 heb God.—Ir is inj pena to experi 
|: mf pe. 4 tiſtian Expekiencacbut be operation 
= = [9% | ee > Les ot; rs man 
_ It is, moreover preindieia 1 pratic 2202 
15 5 Aga bs" a conſider che relation in — {Rand "ire 
another, as 3 — members in the Churches ef Thriſt: You are 
hildren, of the ſame Father, Members of the ſame: Family; yea, 
V one Fi it. have: 2g all been baptized into one body, of which the 


"a e Sav ir is th 1. Cor. xii. 1 Walk then i in Love, as 


Sul hath. loved. — 5 nk given himſel 4 you. See that vou Fry 


Bt out 0 the way. ee gantentions 3 they are r 
0 


9 Lag Y chat he may be mare 10... ei} : 


4 
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bf peace and proſperity in the Churches of Chriſt ; they being 
guilt upon the confcience and barrennefs into the ſoul. They grieve 
the Holy Spirit, by whom, we truſt, ye are ſealed, to the day of 
Redemption. They are ſtumbling blocks on the way of enquiring 
ſouls, who are aſking the path to Zion; and they are diſhonourable 
to the nanie of Chriſt, cauſing the way of Truth, to be evil ſpoken 

of among men, 1 VVV 

. Watch and pray, againſt theſe things; cheriſh mutual love and 
eſteem; Be kindly affeftioned one to another with brotherly love $ 
in honour; preſerving one another, Nom. xii. 10. Tenderly ſympa- 
thiſe, one with another; under trials; „bear ye one another's bur- 
dens, and ſo fulfil the law of Chrift?? Watch over each other for 
good; and when needful, admoniſh and reſtore the fallen; © in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted,” 

Gal. vi. 1, 2. Labour as inſtruments in the hand of God, to pro- 
mote each other's edification ; be willing to ſpend and be ſpent ; to 

lay out yourſelves in body and ſpirit, time and talents, for this pur- 

poſe.” | Þo not ſay, Alas; what can I do ? and thus fink into flothful 
inactivity. Pray that your hearts be indeed in earneſt, engaged in 
ſeeking the good of Zion; and then yoti will not want for oppor- 
tunity ; nor in humble dependence üpon the grace, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, for ability, in your 2 ſphere, to promote it. 
We particularly intreat you, Brethren, be much in prayer one 

with, and for each other. Primitive Chriſtians * eontinued ftedfaſtly 
beth in the Apoſtles doctrines and in prayer,” A4, ii, 42. Social 
prayer has a happy tenden&y; — the divine blefling, to knit 
the hearts of Chriſtians together in Love. It is encouraged, by that 
moſt graclous declaration of our divine Maſter i If two of you ſhall 
agree on earth, as touching any thing they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done 
for them; of my Father; who is in Freaven,” Mart. xiii. 19. 

A ſpirit of prayer is intimately connected with the proſperity of 
the Church. Thus, faith the Lord God, I will yet be enquired of 
dy the Houſe of Iſrael, tb do it for them; I will increaſe them with 
men as a flock,” Exzekie}, xxxvi. 37. Diligent attendance on mcet- 
ings for prayer, is in Churches a token for good; where it abounds, 
thete is reaſon to hope, that the work of God is going forward. On 
the contrary, where indifference and neglect of this important duty 
prevail, there is great reaſon to apprehend, little of the Power of 
religion; is felt. Such Churches have reaſon to fear; left their can- 
dleſtiek be removed out of its place. | 

Finally, Brethren, we wiſh you to cotifider the nieeeflity of 
maintaining order in the Churches of Chriſ. | 

The God of Zion, is not the author of confuſion ; but of peace. 
Let all things be done decently and in order. The conſtitution of our 
Churches, gives to private Members, greater activity and influence, 
1» the diſcipline of the Church, than thoſe of ſome others. We 
lament, when we ſee it ſo abuſed, as to produce anarchy and ftrife. 
L Brethren, ye are called unto PO ; only uſe not liberty for an 


| . occaſions... -* 
* f „ 4208 
5 : 1 ; W-—2 43s 
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occaſion to the fleſh; but by Love, ſerve one another.” We beſeech 
you, know them that are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you, 
und eſteem them very highly in Love for their works' ſake ; and be 
at peace among yourſelves.” Fill up your places regularly in the 
houſe, and at the. table of the Lord, in your reſpective Churches. 
Do not diſcourage the hearts, and weaken the hands of your Miniſters, 
by a negligent and ſlothful, or irregular conduct. | 
: « Forfake not the aſſembling of yourſelves. together, as alas, the 
manner of ſome is; but act as thoſe who eſteem a day in the Courts 
of the Lord, better than a thouſand elſehere; who. had rather 
be door-keepers, in the houſe of God; than to dwell in the teats of 
wickedneſs.” NC 
In any matter of diſpute that may ariſe in any of your Churches, 
reſpect the deciſion of the majority of the Church. Io do otherwiſe, 
is to introduce anarchy in the ſtead of order; contention and c!amaur 
in the ſtead of peace; and a bitter party ſpirit in the room of that 
harmony and love which ſhould prevail. | - 
There may, indeed, be ſome 5 caſes, in which a member can. 
ot conſcigatiouſly comply with the deciſions of the majority of his 
| WT in ſuch caſe,” we conceive it the duty of the member 
aceably to withdraw, removing his communion elſewhere, But 
we believe ſuch caſes very rarely occur. 8 . 
To ſtimulate you, Brethren, .to the duties we have ſet before ybu: 
we intreat you to conſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt of our pro- 
ſeſſion, Jeſus Chriſt. He loved the Church, and gave himſelf. for 
it, that he might ſanctify and cleanſe it, with the waſhing of water 
by the word ; that he might preſent jc to himſelf a glorious Church; 
not having ſpot or, wrinkle, or and ſuch thing; but that it ſhould 
be holy and without blemiſh,” Eph. v. 25, 26. How fervent his 
Love! How warm and ſteady his zeal! How indefatigably labo- 
rious his life! How ignominious and painful his death! How ins 
ceſſant and prevalent his interceſſion above! How glorious and gra- 
cious his reign ! How liberal. and kind his ſupplies of his ſpirit ! 
> 74 all to effect the ſalvation of ſauls, and the Nery and happineſs 
of his bride, the Church. Eye his example, admire his Love, and 
'Erink into his ſpirit, Let this mind be in you, which was alſo in 
_ Chriſt Jeſus.” > e 
Again, conſider, Brethren, the intimate connection there is, 
between perſonal and ſocial religion The peace and pro perity 
of Zion are intimately connected with the peace and proſperity 
of yaur own ſouls. If you ſincerely aim at, and endeavour to pra- 
mote the former, you will, no doubt, feel the happy influence M it. 
as it reſpects the latter, in your own ſouls, But if you are unhap- 
pily ſecking your 'own,. and nat the things that are Jeſus Chriſt's, 
hat can be expected, but that you ſhould be lean and barren in 
our own ſouls? Conſider ſeriouſly, how much time you have loft 
chat ought to have been empioyed in the cauſe of the Redeemer, and 
for the good of bis body, the Church; how many opportunities 
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have been veglected; how ſinfully the ſpirit of the world has been 
permitted to enervate your zeal, and ſlacken your hands ; how little 
of time or opportunity may now be before you? Act as knowing 
the time, that it is now high time for you to awake out of ſleep ;” for 
now is your ſalvation nearer than when you firſt believed. 28 

Finally, Brethren, look forward to the Church triumphant above; 
think of the fullneſs of light and love, 2 and joy, glory and 
triumph of that happy ſtate. Keep the end in view; and it will 
animate you, under all the difficulties and labours of the way. 

Labour and pray to feel more and more of Heaven hrought down 
to earth, both in your own ſouls, individually, and in your ſocial 
religious connections. Oh! that abundance of the precious dew of 
heavenly influence, may deſcend on your ſouls, and on ours; then 
ſhall we grow as the lilly—and caſt forth our roots as Lebanon. 

« Brethren, now we live, if ye ſtand faſt in the Lord, we com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them that 
are ſanctified.“ b Es. VVV 3 LN En 2 £ 
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